
IOWA’S COMMUNITY
HEALTH CENTERS

Community health centers provide primary medical, behavioral health, 
and dental services at 50 full-service sites and an additional 42 sites that 
include schools, nursing homes, homeless shelters, and other locations 
where special populations are served. In total, Iowans can access 
healthcare services at 92 sites statewide.
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678,272 240,342

Enabling Services: Reducing Barriers
• Case Management
• Health Education
• Eligibility Assistance
• Food Insecurity

• Outreach
• Transportation
• Interpretation
• Housing
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Health centers save the U.S. 
healthcare system over $28 
billion annually.

This economic impact is felt 
most strongly in rural and 
under-resourced areas, 
bolstering quality of life. 

Iowa health centers have 
significant impact on their 
local economies. 

A University of Chicago study 
of 13 states found health 
centers each year save 
Medicaid, on average, $2,371 
per person in total cost of 
care when compared to 
other providers.

Health centers are cost 
effective Medicaid 
providers, serving 16% of all 
Mediciad beneficiaries in 
Iowa, but representing only 
2% of the state of Iowa’s 
total Medicaid expenditures.
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of patients are covered by Medicaid. 
Health centers serve 16% of the 
Medicaid population in Iowa.

of patients are 200% or below the 
Federal Poverty Level.

of patients are best served in a 
language other than English.

of patients identify as an ethnic or 
racial minority.

Medication Assisted 
Therapy (MAT) Providers at 
Iowa health centers.

44%
88%
19%
53%

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH TRENDSPATIENT TRENDS
Patients provided care in 2015-2020

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

184,520 188,969
203,189 216,738 226,041 240,342
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110,639
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ORAL HEALTH TRENDS

Since 2015, Iowa's community 
health centers experienced a 
200% increase in providing 
oral health services.

Since 2015, Iowa's community 
health centers experienced a 
229% increase in providing 
behavioral health services.




